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CRAFTSMAN DESK
Bur Oak and Traditional Techniques
Make This a Handsome Piece

RABBET PLANES 
Cut Rabbets By Hand Using 
This Specialty Plane

SHELLAC FINISHES
The Late Bob Flexner’s Take
On This Challenging Finish 
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30 Moxon Vise 

This classic Moxon vise allows you to hold a wide board at a comfortable height.  

BY ALBERT KLEINE

38 Craftsman Desk 
Bur oak and craftsman details make this a stout bench for your home office. 
BY LOGAN WITTMER

52 Portable Workbench  Sidekick 
This workbench sidekick was featured in ShopNotes magazine.  
BY CHRIS FITCH & PHIL HUBER
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06 Workshop Tips

Tips from our readers on  
finishing, gluing, and more.
BY PW EDITORS

07 New Tools
What’s new in hand tools, sanders,  
tool coatings, and more.
BY PW EDITORS

 Craft
16 Shellac:  
 A Challenging Finish

This traditional finish can be 
tricky to apply.
BY BOB FLEXNER &  
LOGAN WITTMER

22 Joiners Corner
Rabbets are quick and easy 
to cut with either vintage or 
modern rabbet planes.
BY LOGAN WITTMER

60 Hillview Tool
Tony Rouleau is putting his 
career as a machinist to work and 
producing heirloom quality tools.
BY PW EDITORS

64 Steiner School
Yoav Liberman introduces kids 
to woodworking at the Rudolf 
Steiner school in Manhattan.
BY LOGAN WITTMER
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If you’ve followed our website 
for any time, you’re bound to know 
the name Yoav Liberman. Yoav has 
contributed to our website for over 
a decade and has published numer-
ous books on various topics. With 
furniture having been displayed in 
high-end galleries across the US, 
it’s safe to say that Yoav’s designs 
are unique and lean heavily upon 
his formal training as an architect 
(Israel Institute of Technology). So, 
what does a nationally recognized, 
architect-turned woodworker do? 
Teach young children woodwork-
ing, of course.

Last summer, I had the chance 
to visit Yoav at one of the many 
schools he teaches at — the Rudolf 
Steiner School in Manhattan. 
Located just a block off of Central 
Park and around the corner from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Steiner School sits in a historic 

In the basement of a Manhattan low-rise, Yoav Liberman is 
introducing kids to woodworking during the school day.

Rudolf Steiner School

By Logan Wittmer

End Grain

1 Between projects, students are allowed (and encouraged) to explore various 
techniques, such as woodburning.

2 Making small wood critters is one of the favorite projects among students.

3 Stool making introduces real-world applications of woodworking techniques.

low-rise building. The entryway is 
full of kids walking to class or par-
ents dropping them off for the day. 

In the basement of this esteemed 
school is something unexpected 

— a woodshop lined with benches 
and tools. The class quickly fills 
with children from 4th grade to 
high school. They immediately get 
into the shop, grab their projects, 
and start getting to work. 

The Steiner philosophy is sim-
ple — teach kids by encouraging 
and curating their creativity and 
imagination and allowing them 
to use their hands to learn. None 
of this is more evident than in Mr. 
Liberman’s class. Here, the kids 
start by simply whittling walking 
sticks in the earlier grades and 
slowly go through spoon carving, 
character carving, stool making, 
and some simple mechanical toys 
when they reach high school.

Having spent a few days in 
Yoav’s class, watching these kids 
was amazing. Some of them took 
to their work like a fish to water. 
For others, it took a bit of con-
vincing to focus on their projects 
rather than goofing around with 
each other. But, what is evident 
in Yoav’s class is that these kids 
flourish while being taught to use 
their hands. Even though the kids 
in your life may not go to a Steiner 
school, I encourage you to take 
this approach and let them learn 
with their hands. 
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